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bribery can be alleged against him ; he levied no contribu-
tions ; and with every opportunity within his reach of
amassing a large fortune, he died in comparative poverty.
I am certain that no man really acquainted with Scottish
history, whatever be his political or traditional opinions, will
gainsay me in this ; and as this particular charge has been
brought forward without a shadow of authority to support
it, I can only express my regret that an author who can
write so well should be so reckless in the choice of his
epithets.
The ' profanity' imputed to Claverhouse deserves a few
words. So far as I can discover, the charge is founded upon
certain expressions said to have been used by him immediately
after John Brown, the carrier of Priestfield, was shot. If
used, the ch-arge is amply proven. I shall presently have
occasion to consider the historical vouchers for this remark-
able story, upon which so great stress has been laid, and to
state my grounds for maintaining that it is utterly unworthy
of credence. In the mean time, and as to the general charge,
I shall content myself by quoting the words of a witness
who was personally acquainted with Dundee, and whose
testimony is liable to no other exception, save what may "be
cast upon him in his capacity of a gentleman and a Jacobite.
(His Lordship was so nice in point of honour, and so true to
his word, that he never was known once to break it. From
this exactness it was that he once lost the opportunity of
an easy victory over Mackay in Strathspey, by dismissing
Captain Forbes; who, meeting the two troopers sent by the
Lord Kilsyth, not only discovered that intelligence, but
the neighbourhood of the Highland army, as I have formerly
related. This is the only real error chargeable in his conduct,
while he commanded in this war. But this is the more
excusable, that it proceeded from a principle of religion,
whereof he was strictly observant; for, besides family worship
performed regularly evening and morning at his house, he
retired to his closet at certain hours and employed himself
in that duty. This I affirm upon the testimony of several
that lived in his neighbourhood in Edinburgh, where his
office of Privy Councillor often obliged him to be; and par-
ticularly from a Presbyterian lady who lived long in the
storey or house immediately below his Lordship's, and who
was otherwise so rigid in her opinions that she could not
believe a good thing of any person of his persuasion, till his
conduct rectified her mistake.51
As for the general morality of the dragoons, I do not feel
myself called upon to prove that they were faultless patterns
of virtue. I shall not aver, as Mr. Macaulay has done of the
Puritans,' that in that singular camp, no riot was heard, no
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